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At most tables, you could hear the 

hagglers looking for a better deal or 
discussing options for their purchase. 
They would ask: Chrome-lined or stain-
less steel barrel? What about a free- 
float rail? The possibilities seemed 
endless, as people wandered among doz-
ens of tables. 

Sellers were offering everything from 
high-volume magazines and sophisti-
cated scope systems to attachable bi-
pods and customized stocks. Prices for 
assault weapons typically ranged from 
$600 to $2,500, including a bipod and two 
drum magazines, each capable of hold-
ing 100 rounds. One dealer explained 
that the wide variation in pricing de-
pended on the bells and whistles and 
the markup. 

Not every weapon was particularly 
pricey. One vendor, who seemed eager 
to reduce inventory, marked down one 
of his assault rifles to under $400. There 
were tables upon tables of handguns for 
sale, as well as a folding single-shot, 
.22-caliber rifle, small enough to fit in 
a backpack, for under $200. Still other 
vendors offered to help customize your 
purchase on the spot. You could choose 
from dozens of barrel lengths and 
styles to go with your choice in stocks 
and other components. 

There was plenty of ammo to go with 
any weapon you might purchase. De-
pending on the caliber and ammunition 
type, prices started as low as $10 for a 
box of 50. Boxes of ammunition with a 
similar number of rounds for many as-
sault rifles cost as little as $20. An-
other dealer offered high-capacity, 50- 
round magazines for a gun show special 
of one for $20 or three for $55. 

There was a lot of gear aimed toward 
women as well, with pink, single-shot 
rifles, body armor tailored for women, 
and purses designed for concealed 
carry. Even local charities got on the 
scene, with an AR–15 being auctioned 
off to benefit the Marine Corps League. 
All you had to do to be included was 
buy a $1 raffle ticket and give your 
first name and phone number. 

It was a surreal atmosphere within 
the midst of recent tragedies. It made 
me wonder if those in attendance were 
either oblivious or all too aware of 
those heartbreaking headlines. The gun 
show returns this month to Crown 
Point, but given the number of deadly 
weapons already on the streets of my 
hometown of Chicago, I think I will 
wait for the next home improvement 
show before making a return trip. 
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KILLING THE INNOCENTS IN 
SYRIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to tell you a story. 
There was a little boy named Ali 
Daqneesh, age 10, and his little brother 
is Omran. That is the boy you see in 
the photo here that was shared across 
the Internet, worldwide, 2 weeks ago. 

Ali was a really good big brother. He 
loved to play outside, and he was still 

at that age when kids really get to 
dream big and imagine their future. I 
can only imagine the life that Ali 
looked forward to. Maybe he wanted to 
be a police officer; maybe he wanted to 
be a teacher or a doctor. I really can’t 
say for certain because, tragically, his 
life was cut short by an airstrike. 

Ali’s death is an all-too-common fate 
for many of Syria’s men, women, and 
children. These are the people who 
have lost their chance at life from the 
brutality of Bashar al-Assad and Vladi-
mir Putin. 

Of the over 500,000 dead Syrians, 
more than 50,000 are Syrian children 
who have been killed since the evil dic-
tator Bashar al-Assad turned against 
his own people in 2011. Yet, even as the 
world continues to be outraged over 
these atrocities and pictures of dazed 
and bloody Syrian children like Ali’s 
brother Omran, Assad and Russia and 
their Iranian backers are still barrel- 
bombing and launching chemical weap-
ons against civilian targets. 

On a daily basis, we hear that Syrian 
and Russian fighter planes have 
launched attacks on medical facilities 
and hospitals across the country. When 
these facilities are bombed, it is the 
children who suffer. In fact, the re-
gime’s belief is don’t target, nec-
essarily, military assets because, when 
you target innocent civilians, you in-
flict more collective pain on the popu-
lation of Syria; and in Assad’s esti-
mation, that brings the war closer to 
an end. 

At the end of July, a maternity hos-
pital in Idlib was bombed. A recent 
story in The New Yorker highlighted 
the horror that comes with these 
bombings. In Aleppo, newborns in incu-
bators suffocated to death because a 
Syrian or Russian airstrike cut off 
power to a hospital. Who is doing this? 
And why? 

Bashar al-Assad continued the legacy 
of brutality against his people from his 
father—his father, who had one goal, 
and that was to keep power. Power is a 
crazy motivator for some people. The 
people of Syria, in 2011, decided they 
wanted some freedom, as is humanity’s 
right, and they stood up and protested 
peacefully against Assad. 

What did Assad do? Did he respond by 
saying: Well, let’s talk and maybe find 
a way to have an outlet for your inter-
ests or your concerns? No. Assad rolled 
the tanks. Assad said he would kill his 
opposition. And what ensued after that 
was the incubation of a group we know 
today as ISIS, the opening of a civil 
war in Syria that is now spreading all 
over the Middle East, a massive ref-
ugee crisis around the world. 

I hear some people in political con-
versations today express admiration 
for Vladimir Putin. They express admi-
ration for Vladimir Putin’s strength, 
as if oppressing and killing people is 
something to be proud of. That doesn’t 
show strength. That shows weakness. 

Mr. Speaker, Vladimir Putin and 
Russia are tearing Europe apart. Vladi-
mir Putin and Russia are delivering 

bombs on medical facilities and on 
children in Syria. They are no ally of 
ours. Sometimes the enemy of our 
enemy is still our enemy. 

Mr. Speaker, I hear people sometimes 
say that dictatorships work in the Mid-
dle East. Sometimes they say that this 
introduction of freedom has somehow 
been terrible for people who just aren’t 
ready for it. I agree. The introduction 
of freedom to a society that is not used 
to it can sometimes be very messy, and 
sometimes in the course of looking 
back over 20 years of history we see the 
success. That happened in our own 
founding. We went through the Civil 
War. We went through a bloody Revo-
lution. We went through a time where 
we kept an entire race in chains. But, 
Mr. Speaker, when people say that dic-
tatorships work, no, they don’t. 

This kid, I always wonder what is 
going through his mind. Probably not 
much because he was stunned at the 
bomb that landed on his house and 
killed his brother. 
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FUND THE ZIKA EMERGENCY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. PRICE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, we often hear from constitu-
ents who are frustrated by Congress’ 
failure to act on many of the most 
pressing issues facing our country. 

Seven weeks ago, as if we were deter-
mined to confirm this indictment, Con-
gress adjourned for summer recess with 
a long list of critical unfinished busi-
ness. We came nowhere near finishing 
our appropriations bills, leaving open 
the question of whether we can even 
keep the government open past Sep-
tember 30. We failed to pass the most 
rudimentary gun violence measures, 
leaving the tragedies of San 
Bernardino and Orlando unaddressed. 

And then there was Zika, perhaps the 
most incredible failure of all. With an 
epidemic bearing down on us—an epi-
demic with disastrous human con-
sequences, but with a prescribed course 
of action that could do much to pre-
vent and mitigate the catastrophe— 
still, Congress refused to act. 

Now we are back in session, facing 
daily headlines about the dangers 
posed by Zika. The number of Zika 
travel-related cases in the continental 
U.S. is increasing, the number of preg-
nant women infected is growing, and 
the number of babies being born—or 
worse, lost—with microcephaly or 
other Zika-related complications is ris-
ing. Increasing numbers of mosquito- 
borne cases have been reported in Puer-
to Rico and south Florida. I learned 
this week that five service members 
and retirees from Fort Bragg in North 
Carolina are being treated for Zika. 

It has been more than 6 months since 
the President requested an emergency 
supplemental appropriation of $1.9 bil-
lion from Congress to fund Zika pre-
paredness, response, and prevention, as 
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